
 

Hebrews 4:12 

 

This is a class that will prepare high school-aged young men to meet the 
criteria required to be elevated from the rank of Chanter Pi`"altic to the rank of 
Reader pi`anagnwctyc.  
 

It is a 2-year program, of which, at minimum, 1 year of the program must be 
completed prior to nomination for ordination as a Reader. However, it is 
expected that anyone enrolled complete the 2 years, even if ordained a Reader 
during the program.  
A minimum of 75% attendance is required of this class. Furthermore, the 
passing of an oral reading and practicum exam will be required of those being 
nominated.  
This is in addition to the criteria set by the Metropolis of the Southern United 
States, which is attached at the bottom.  
 
The following is an overview of the curriculum of class. 
 
Diaconate Basic Guidelines: 

1. Ranks of the Diaconate 
2. Proficiency in Reading 
3. Rites, Tradition & tradition 
4. Introduction to the Sacred Sacraments  
5. Entering & Exiting the Church 

❖ Timing 
❖ Physical Rituals 
❖ Psalms & Prayers 

6. Vestments 
❖ Tunic  

o Style, Proper Care 
❖ Stole 

o Color, How Worn 

❖ Priest Blessing 
o Times, Psalms Recited 

7. Reverence/Discipleship 
8. Receiving Holy Communion  



9. Understanding of basic Ritual Theology 
10.  Katameros/Lectionary of the Coptic Church 

❖ General Understanding of the Order of the Books of the Bible 
o Old Testament 

• Books of Moses/Law, History, Poetry, Minor Prophets, Major Prophets 

o New Testament 
• Gospels (Synoptic, John), Acts of the Apostles, Pauline Epistles, Catholic/Universal Epistles, 

Revelation  

11.  Calendar of the Coptic Church 
❖ Coptic Months 
❖ Fasts (Degrees) & Feasts (Major & Minor) 
❖ Sundays & Weekdays 
❖ Seasons 
❖ Adam/Watos,  
❖ Daily Structure  

o Agpeya, Raising of Incense, Sunrise/Sunset 

12.  Structure of the Divine Liturgies 
13.  Structure of the Psalmody 

❖ Morning, Vespers, & Midnight Praises 
14.  Structure of Church Building 
15.  Service in the Sanctuary (Weekdays/Saturdays) 
16.  Hymnology  

❖ Annual: Praises, Raising of Incense & Liturgical 
❖ Seasonal: Common Hymns  

o Nayrouz/Koiahk/Great Lent/Holy Fifty Gospel Responses 

❖ Tunes 
o Annual, Joyful, Hosanna, Koiahk, Great Lent Weekend/Weekday.  

 

 
Coptic Orthodox Metropolis of the Southern United States  

❖ Ordination Requirements 
❖ Updated Ordination Requirements 
❖ General Instructions for Deacons and Church Attendance Discipline 

 
 
Resources 

❖ SUS Copts Servants' Prep - RIT101: Liturgy, Agpeya & Praises 
❖ The Spirituality of the Rites of the Holy Liturgy in the Coptic Orthodox Church by H.G. 

Bishop Mettaous 
❖ How to Benefit from the Holy Liturgy by H.G. Bishop Mettaous 
❖ Christ in the Eucharist by Rev. Fr. Tadros Yacoub Malaty 
❖ Understanding the Liturgy by Rev. Fr. Athanasius Iskander 
❖ The Spirituality of the Praise According to the Rite of the Coptic Orthodox Church by 

H.G. Bishop Mettaous 
❖ Praises, Explained by the Late Metropolitan Hedra of Aswan 
❖ The Spirituality of the Holy Psalmody by Matthew Massoud, with Introduction by H.E. 

Metropolitan Youssef [Heritage of the Coptic Orthodox Church] 
❖ Praise (Tasbeha), the Vespers, and the Matins/ Sharing in the Angelic Worship by Rev. 

Fr. Tadros Yacoub Malaty 

https://cdn.suscopts.org/files/deacons/deaconship/2_anaghnostis_ordination_requirements.pdf
https://susdeacons.com/resources/Requirements%20for%20Readers.pdf
https://cdn.suscopts.org/files/deacons/deaconship/deacons_instructions.pdf
https://cdn.suscopts.org/files/servantsprep/pdf/rit/rit101_rites.pdf
https://thealphaandtheomega.info/index.php/downloads/send/12-liturgical/208-spirituality-liturgy-coptic-orthodox-church
https://thealphaandtheomega.info/index.php/downloads/send/12-liturgical/208-spirituality-liturgy-coptic-orthodox-church
https://thealphaandtheomega.info/index.php/downloads/send/12-liturgical/209-how-to-benefit-from-the-holy-liturgy
https://smass.co.uk/images/pdf/Life_In_Christ/Communion/Christ_in_TheEucharist_byFrTadrosYMalaty.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/stmarystmaurice/books/liturgy.pdf
https://ukmidcopts.org/kotob/HG%20Bishop%20Mettaous/hgbm_spirituality_of_praise.pdf
https://ukmidcopts.org/kotob/HG%20Bishop%20Mettaous/hgbm_spirituality_of_praise.pdf
https://tasbeha.org/content/articles/praises_explained.php
https://copticheritage.org/the-spirituality-of-the-holy-psalmody/
https://copticheritage.org/the-spirituality-of-the-holy-psalmody/


❖ Ritual Theology I According to the Rites of The Coptic Orthodox Church by Rev. Fr. 
Tadros El-Bakhoumi 

❖ The Spirituality of the Kiahk Midnight Praises by Rev. Fr. Tadros Yacoub Malaty 
❖ Introduction to Sacramental Rites in the Coptic Orthodox Church by H.G. Bishop 

Mettaous 
❖ Sacramental Rites in the Coptic Orthodox Church by H.G. Bishop Mettaous 
❖ Dictionary of Church Terms by Rev. Fr. Tadros Yacoub Malaty 
❖ St. Basil Liturgy Reference Book by Rev. Fr. Abraam D. Sleman 
❖ Fasting by St. Pope Kyrillos VI 
❖ Guide to Self-Examination Prior to Confession by Pastor of St. Demiana's Church - Wayli, 

Egypt 
❖ The Musicality of the Coptic Hymns, Article written by George Kyrillos, Translated by 

Mourad Mina, Prepared for the Russian Orthodox Encyclopedia (Vol. 37) 
❖ The Coptic Calendar and the Church of Alexandria by Rev. Fr. Tadros Yacoub Malaty 

 
 

Readers’ Workshop Resources: 
 
Readers’ Workshop Lecture 1: The Coptic Orthodox Lectionary 

H.G. Bishop Abraham 
Accompanying Presentation 

Organization of Church Readings by H.G. Bishop Abraham 
 
Readers’ Workshop Lecture 2: How to Read the Scriptures Effectively 

H.G. Bishop Suriel 
Common Liturgical Readings Pronunciation Guide  

Readers Pronunciation Guide 
Sample Common Liturgical Readings List 

Readings Sample List 
[Supported browsers: Google Chrome, Microsoft Edge, Opera Browser, Brave Browser] 

 
Readers’ Workshop Lecture 3: The Rank of Reader 

H.G. Bishop Kyrillos 
 
Readers’ Workshop Lecture 4: History of Coptic Orthodox Lectionary 

Rev. Fr. Arsenius Mikhail 

https://teach.eu.com/wp-content/uploads/import/ressources/RITUAL-THEOLOGY.pdf
https://teach.eu.com/wp-content/uploads/import/ressources/RITUAL-THEOLOGY.pdf
https://www.stgeorge-sporting.net/stg/Books/FrTadros/English/The%20Spirituality%20of%20the%20Kiahk%20Midnight%20Praises.pdf
https://thealphaandtheomega.info/index.php/downloads/send/13-sacraments/39-sacraments-introduction
https://thealphaandtheomega.info/index.php/downloads/send/13-sacraments/39-sacraments-introduction
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.stminahamilton.ca/download/Books/Bishop%2520Mattheos/Sacramental%2520Rites%2520in%2520Coptic%2520Orthodox%2520Church.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwi93u3qwdeSAxX4SzABHXofEB4QFnoECBQQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3dzMQcV-yJWB_uuoNryirN
https://thealphaandtheomega.info/index.php/downloads/send/28-05-01-christian-education-resources/138-dictionary-of-church-terms
https://thealphaandtheomega.info/index.php/downloads/send/12-liturgical/211-st-basil-liturgy-reference-book
https://storage.googleapis.com/stmarystmaurice/articles/basics/fasting.pdf
https://thealphaandtheomega.info/index.php/downloads/send/13-sacraments/103-guide-to-self-examination-prior-to-confession
https://thealphaandtheomega.info/index.php/downloads/send/13-sacraments/103-guide-to-self-examination-prior-to-confession
https://thealphaandtheomega.info/index.php/downloads/send/20-coptic-music/121-the-musicality-of-the-coptic-hymns
https://thealphaandtheomega.info/index.php/downloads/send/20-coptic-music/121-the-musicality-of-the-coptic-hymns
https://thealphaandtheomega.info/index.php/downloads/send/17-history/126-coptic-calendar
https://youtu.be/DsjgYDSxx_g
https://coptic.education/s/ChurchReadings_20211212-2.pptx
https://youtu.be/LlV7GsIev40
https://agc.craft.me/readers-pronounce-guide
https://agc.craft.me/reader-sample-list
https://youtu.be/BCCV47etd8k
https://youtu.be/WVy91jfwMco

